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A259 LitTLe Frenchman, commonly known in 

aye town by the name of Count, and whofe 
ayy figure has been long ftuck up in the win- 
3 FS: dows of printfhops, was always remarkable q 





| 

| 
for the meannefs and at the fame time the | 
foppery of his appearance. His fhoes, though perhaps 
capped at the toe, had red heels to them ; and his ftock- 
ings, though often full of holes, were conftantly rolled up 1 
over his knees. By good luck he was once mafter of half a i 
guinea; and having a great longing for a feather to his hat, | 
and a very prefling neceflity for a pair of breeches, he de- 
bated with himfelf about the difpofal of his money. How- 
ever his vanity got the better of his neceffity ; and the next 
- Ddd time 
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time the Count appeared in the Mall, by the ornaments of 
his head you would have imagined him a Beau, and by the 
nether part of his drefs you would have taken him fora 
Heathen Philofopher. 


Tue conduét of this Frenchman, however ridiculous, is 
copied by a multitude of people in this town. To the 
fame little pride of defiring to appear finer than they can 
afford, are owing the many rufty fuits of black, the tyes 
that feem taken from the bafket of a fhoeboy, and the fmart 
waiftcoats edged with a narrow cord, which ferves as an 
apology for lace. I know a man of this caft who has but 
one coat ; but by now and then turning the cuffs, and chang- 
ing the cape, it pafies fortwo. He ufes the fame artifice 
with his peruke, which is naturally a kind of flowing Bob; 
but by the occafional addition of two tails to it, it fometimes 
appears asa Major. Of this fort of men are compofed the 
numerous fraternity of the thabby-genteel, who are the chief 
fupport of the clothiers in Monmouth-ftreet, and the barbers 
in Middle Row. 


WomeN are naturally fo fond of ornament, that it is 
no wonder we fhould meet with fo many fecond-hand gentry 
in that fex. Hence arife the red-armed Belles that appear 
in the Park every Sunday ; hence it is that Sacks and Peten- 
lairs may be feen at Moor-Fields and Whitechapel; and that 
thofe, who are ambitious to fhine in diamonds, glitter in 
pafte and Scotch pebbles, When I fee the wives and daugh- 
ters of tradefmen and mechanics make fuch attempts at finery, 
I cannot help pitying their poor fathers and hufbands, and 
at the fame time am apt to confider their drefs as a robbery on 
the fhop. Thus when I obferve the tawdry gentility of a 
tallow-chandler’s daughter, I look upon her as hung round 
with long fixes, fhort eights, and rufh-lights; and If I con- 
template 
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template the aukward pride of drefs in a butcher’s wife, I 
fuppofe her carrying about her firloins of beef, fillets of veal, 
and fhoulders of mutton. I was vaftly diverted with a dif- 
covery J made a few days fince. Going upon fome bufinefs 
to a tradefman’s houfe, I furprized in a very extraordinary 
dithabille two females, whom I had been frequently ufed to 
fee ftrangely dizened out in the Mall. Thefe fine Ladies, 
it feems, were no other than my honeft friend’s daughters ; 
and one, who always drefies the family-dinner, was gen- 
teelly employed in winding up the jack, while the other was 
up to the elbows in foap-fuds. 


A pesire of grandeur and magnificence is often abfurd 
in thofe who can fupport it ; but when it takes hold of thofe 
who can fcarce furnifh themfelves with neceffaries, their 
poverty, inftead of demanding our pity, becomes an object 
of ridicule. Many families among thofe who are called 
middling people, are not content without living elegantly as 
well as comfortably, and often involve themfelves in very 
comical diftreffles;s When they aim at appearing grand in 
the eye of the world, they grow proportionably mean and 
fordid in private. I went the other day to dine with an old 
friend; and as he ufed to keep a remarkable good table, I 
was furprized that I could fcarce make a meal with him. 
After dinner he rung the bel], and ordered the chariot to be 
got ready at fix; and then turning to me with an air of fupe=- 
riority, afked if he fhould fet me down. Here the riddle 
was out; and I found that his equipage had eat up his 
table, and that he was obliged to ftarve his family to feed his 
horfes. 


I am acquainted with another family, where the mafter 
keeps an account againft himfelf. This account is exaétly 
{tated in a large ledger-book. What he faves from his ordi- 
nary expences he places under the title of Desror, and what 
he 
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he runs out is ranged under CrepiTor. I had lately an op- 
portunity of turning over this curious account, and could not 
help {miling at many of the articles, Among the reft I re- 
member the following, with which I fhall prefent the reader. 


D E B T O R. 


Dined abroad all this Week — My Wife ill—Saw no Com- 
pany——Saved feven Dinners, &c. 


Kept Lent, and faved in Table-Charges the Expence of 
four Weeks. 


Bated from the Baker’s Bill Half a Crown. 


—_—~< $$ -—-- - 


Saved in Apparel, by my Family continuing to wear Mourn- 
ing three Months longer than was requifite, for the 
Death of an Aunt. 


Received 1/, 105. of the Undertaker in lieu of a Scarf, 
Hatband, and Gloves. 





CR EDIT O R, 


Went to the Play with my Wife and Daughters—Sat in 
the Boxes inftead of the Gallery as ufual, Mem. To 
go to no more Plays this Year. 





Invited Sir Charles Courtly and Major Standard to Dinner.— 
Treated with Claret, and two Courfes, in order to appear 
handfome. Mem. To be denied to every body before 
Dinner-time for thefe next three Weeks. 


Sunday my Wife had a Route—Loft at Whift thirty Guineas, 
—Card-money received, Fifty Shillings. N. B. My 
Wife muft be ill again. 





Gave at Church to a Brief for a terrible Fire, Six-pence.— 
Charity begins at home, 
TRusg 
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TRUE ceconomy does not merely confift in not exceeding 
our income, but in fuch a judicious management of it as 
renders our whole appearance equal and confiftent. We 
fhould laugh at a nobleman, who to fupport the expence 
of running horfes fhould abridge his fet to a pair, and that 
his jockey’s might come in firft for the plate be content to 
have his family dragged to his country-feat, like fervant- 
maids in the Caravan. ‘There are many well-meaning peo- 
ple, who have the pride of living in a polite quarter’ of the 
town, though they are diftreffed to pay the taxes: and what 
is more common than to fee one particular room in an houfe 
furnifhed like a palace, while the reft have fearce the necef- 
fary accommodations of an inn? fuch a condué& appears to 
me equally ridiculous with that of the Frenchman, who (ac- 
cording to the jeft) forthe fake of wearing ruffles is con- 
tented to go without a fhirt. 


T Is endeavour to appear grander than our circumftances 
will allow, is no where fo contemptible as among thofe men 
of pleafure about town, who have not fortunes in any pro- 
portion to their fpirit. Men of quality have wifely contrived 
that their fins fhould be expenfive: for which reafon thofe, 
who with equal tafte have lefs money, are obliged to be 
ceconomifts in their fins, and are put to many little fhifts 
to appear tolerably profligate and debauched. They get a 
knowledge of the names and faces of the moft noted women 
upon town, and pretend an intimate acquaintance with them, 
though they know none of that order of ladies above the 
draggle-tailed proftitutes who walk the Strand. They talk 
very familiarly of the King’s Arms, and are in raptures with 
Mrs. Allen’s Claret; though they always dine fnugly at a 
Chop-houfe, and fpend their evening at an Ale-houfe or 


Cyder-cellar. The moft ridiculous character I know of 
Eee this 
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this fort is a young fellow, the fon of a rich tobacconift in 
the city, who (becaufe it is the fafhion) has taken a girl into 
keeping. He knows the world better than to fet her up a 
chariot, or let her have money at her own difpofal. He 
regulates her expences with the niceft ceconomy, and em- 
ploys every morning in fetting down what is laid out upon 
her. He very ferioufly takes an account of Rolls and Butter, 
two-pence,-For Ribband, one fhilling and four pence.— 











Pins, a half-penny, Sc. Gc, Thus does he reconcile his 


extravagance and frugality to each other, and is as penurious 
and exact as an ufurer, that he may be as genteel and as 
wicked as a lord. 
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